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1. Introduction - Project Overview & Objectives

I.I In February 2006, 33 Crome was commissioned to devise a plan for the Robert the Bruce Trail,
part of the HLF-funded Sulwath Connections project. Working with Solway Heritage and the Robert
the Bruce Commemoration Trust, we have taken the initial Scoping Exercise that identified important
locations in the arca and prepared this Interpretive Plan, assessing their suitability for interpretation.
We have devised a set of leaning objectives (4) for those whe will use the trail and devised themes
(s5,6) which must be conveyed in dl the interpretive presentations. We have then taken these themes
and devised different trail concepts (7) and how different Interpretive media could be applied to these
(8). We have made suggestions of logos and graphic style (g) which can be developed in the next stage
of the project, when design work is carried out. A guide to production, budget and timescale

are shown (10) and post-installation care and evaluation are discussed (1)

I.z Dumfries and Galloway is probably the most significant geographical arca in the story of Robert
the Bruce, and the Trail gives the opportunity to explain why this is the case. The 7ooth anniversary of
the murder by Bruce of John Comyn at Greyfriars, Dumfries, and the accession of Robert Bruce to
the throne of Scotland, has made locals and visitors more aware of the Bruce story. The years ahead
will see many other anniversaries and we have an opportunity to turn people’s curiosity into knowlege
and understanding of the Scotland of 700 years ago. how it affected the fubure of the country and how
much has changed since.

2. Chronological description of events relating to Trail
2.1 Setting

The closing vears of the thirteenth century witnessed the beginning of a protracted war between
Scotdand and England. The death of Alexander 111 in 1286 allowed the English King, Edward I, to
exploit the divisions amongst the Scots over who had the right to the threne. Of the thirtzen
claimants, the strongest were John Balliol and Robert the Bruce ‘the Competitor’, both Anglo-Norman
magnates who held substantial estates in South West Scotland. The Bruces administered their vast
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