KIRKECUDBRIGHT CASTLE. Appendix II/19

In its day Kirkcudbright Castle was larger than Caerlaverock, It was built in 1264 by King
Alezander 11T and by 1288 came under the Comyn Sheriffdom. But in June 1291 they
surrendered it to Edward [ in a symbolic act of homage, Edward took his army of 6,000
to Hirkeudbright during the 1300 surnmer campaign in the south west, For two days
English King and the Scots leaders, the Comyn Lords of Buchan and Badenoch, were
locked in diplomatic talks, aimed at securing a truce. The Scots demanded the
reinstaternent of King John Ballicl, right of succession for his son John and the right of
Scottish nobles to get their English lands back from those to whom Edward had given
thermn BEdward was indignant and rejected the demands.

The town's port was also used by English supply ships during invasions from the south,
Kircudbright Bay would have seen 60 ships with 1,500 of the men This was larger than
any other fleet seen in Scotland at the time, indicating the importance of this bay and the
Castle here. However, Edward’s camnpaign was in trouble with desertions of English foot
soldiers. So much so he issued orders from the town to the commissionsrs of Dumfries to
arrest deserters and to the sheriffs of York and Lancaster to raise more men. Also he had
received a Papal Bull from Rome stating that his war with the Scots was illegal.

ACCESS:

Car park and steep gradient up onto earthworks, Paths and uneven surfaces. Area next to
existing stone needs surfacing, Public Open space. Owned by Dumfries & Galloway

Council.
*

INTERFEETIVE MEDIA:
An existing cast panel is mounted on a substantial stone plinth. This could stay, if
improvetnents were made to the ground in front.

Becommend: A Plaque could be mounted on the stone next to existing panel.




CREETOWN. Appendix II/20

During the invasion of Dumnfries and Galloway in the summer of 1300, following the
sege of Caerlaverock which ended in July Edward I pushed west, The English army had
paused at Kircudbright Castle, where langthy talks with Comyn and Balliol supporters
broke down, The Scots contingent left the castle pursued by the English They reached
here and during a skirmish on the banks of the River Crae the English captursd Sir
Bobert Heith, the Marischal of Scotland.

Scon after, the Scottish Army lined up on the banks of the river near Creetown and a
battle ensusd in which the Scottish cavalry fled, John Comyn amongst therm, many
abandoning their horses in their haste to find safety in the hills,

ACCESS:
Parking at layby. Short length of rough ground from layby to stone. Surfice next to

existing stone. Owned by Scottish Executive.
*

[INTERFEETIVE MEDIA:
Solway Heritage have an existing stone monolith in a layby on the Ags, which interprets

local geology.




WHITHORN. Appendix II/21

This is 1 sacred place to which 3t. Ninian first brought Christianity to Scotland in AD 397
In the middle Ages, Whithorn contained the cathedral church to the diocess and became
a major centre of Pilzrimage for rovalty, nobility and ordinary folk,

In 1320, during the last year of his lifs, King Robert himself made his final pilerimmage,
Peace finally reigned over Scotland, but the king had the murder of John Cormyn on his
conscience and all that remained was the repentance of that sin, Bruce had proved his
ability as a fair and just king, and had, time and agin, forgiven hiz enemies - those who
had betrayed his family However, he considered his own actions at Greyfriars church to be
unfinished business.

He made the painful journey from his home at Cardress near Dumbarton, down the
Ayrshire coast past his birthplace of Turnberry stopping at Castle Kennedy and Glenluce
Abbey, 3o ill was he, some say with leprosy; that he had to be carried the whole journey
in a horse-litter. Reaching Whithorn in April, he prayed at the shrine for a faw days and
returned home, where he died on the 7th June,

ACCESS:

Car park. Museum open March - October. Admission charge Owned by Whithorn
Trust/Historic Scotland,

*Fk

INTERFEETIVE MEDIA:

Although there is a substantial display within the existingVisitor Centre, it dossn't do
Justice to Bruce's piety and relationship with the church. Thers is also a lack of on site
interpretation for the Trail in the west. The Centre shop could distribute Trail guides.

Becomimend: On-site panel positioned somewhers on site outside the Visttor Centre,
Exact position to be agreed.




GLENLUCE ABBEY. Appendix II/22

This 12th Century Cistercian Abbey was founded in 1190 by Roland, Earl of Galloway,

King Robert stayad at Glenluce Abbey in Galloway on his painful pilgrimage to 5t
INinian's shrine in Whithorn between February and April 1320, shortly before his death,

ACCEES:

Car park with admission charge, open summer and weekends, Owned by Historic
Scotland,

*¥

INTERFEETIVE MEDIA:

Only a simple indication that this is on the Trail would be required here,

Becommend: A Plagque or window sticker within the HS shop area and a Po3 for Tril
Guides,






















